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“We cross our bridges when we come to them and burn them behind us, 

with nothing to show for our progress except a memory of the smell of 

smoke, and a presumption that once our eyes watered.”

_Tom Stoppard

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead

For everyone from the past, and to those of the future.
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When I first began my thesis, I only knew that I was certain of three things: 

I did not want to design posters, it was imperative that I use data gathered 

from an audience, and that my final product was going to take the form of an 

installation.

While backpacking through Europe over the summer, I had gone through 

countless ideas, directions, notebooks, pens, and hypotheses, but still had no 

concrete purpose. 

This section documents the very early phases, doodles, notes, and frustrations 

that began the whole process. 









...and attempted to focus primarily on text. A 

professor once told me that a design piece could be 

approached in two ways, similar to how a painter 

approaches a painting. They can either paint the 

background first and then go in and add details, or 

they could start from the middle, and work their way 

out, adding detail as they progress. 

Up until this point, I had focused a lot on photography, 

and viewing a photograph as the “whole canvas”; 

the addition of text was simply an afterthought. 

From this point, I tried to use text to “paint the 

canvas”, and go back and add detail, whether it be 

photographic, or not.

I used travel as a basis for this exploration, and 

important factors - where you’re going, where you 

started from, datesm etc. - became my “canvas”. 

Smaller details such as temperature, price of gas, 

and speed limits, became the additional details.
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